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SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY

A. B. A.
Accreditation
Visit
by Dean Charles 0. Galvin
The School of Law is a member
of the Association of American
Law Schools and is on the list of
approved schools of the American
Bar Association. The Association
of Ameiican Law Schools is a membership association with prerequisites for admission that are somewhat higher than the requirements
for listing as an ABA approved
school. There are 132 members of
the Association of American Law
Schools and there are 164 schools
that are on the ABA approved list.
The Department of Health, Education, and Welfare has designated
the Section on Legal Education
and Admissions to the Bar of the
American Bar Association as the
official accrediting agency for law
schools. That Section conducts
regular inspections of all ABA approved schools on a seven-year
cycle. If the School is also a member of the Association of American
Law Schools, the inspection report
is prepared for both organizations,
and the reports are reviewed by
the Accreditation Committees of
both organizations.
In Texas there are eight law
schools-four private and four state
supported: Baylor in Waco, St.
Mary's in San Antonio, South Texas
College of Law in Houston, S.M.U.
in Dallas, University of Texas in
Austin, University of Houston,
Texas Southern in Houston, and
Texas Tech in Lubbock. South
Texas College of Law and Texas

Southern are on the ABA approved
list but are not members of the
Association of American Law
Schools.
SMU was last inspected in 1968
when the routine of such assignments was considerably less rigorous than at present. Currently
schools are required to file in advance with the inspection team a
detailed compilation of information about every aspect of the
school's operation. In addition each
school files an annual questionnaire
with the consultant on Legal Education of the Ame1ican Bar Association's Section on Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar.
The team is usually chaired by a
law school dean and consists of a
librarian, practicing attorney, and
a law faculty member. Sometimes,
an academician from another discipline is added to the group.
SMU's inspection team consisted of
Dean L. Ray Patterson of the
Emory University Law School in
Atlanta, Assistant Dean Peter deL.
Swords of Columbia Law School,
Professor of Law and Libra1ian
Cameron Allen of Rutgers University Law School in Newark, and
Byron Attridge, Esq. of the Atlanta
Bar. The team arrived on Sunday,
March 6 and left on Wednesdav,
March 9. During their stay at SMU,
they talked with faculty, students,
alumni, trnstees, central university
officers, law school administrative
staff, and others.

Some idea of SMU's standing
among the 164 schools can be gained from statistics compiled by deL.
Swords and Frank Walwer of Columbia Law School for the Resources Committee of the ABA
which is chaired by Dean Galvin.
The 164 schools were ranked in
order of library holdings and a
numerical value of 1 was given to
the first school in order, 2 to the
second, and so on. The schools
were then ranked by median faculty salaries and again ranked by
median LSAT scores of the entering first year class. Each school's
total score from the 3 rankings was
detennined and the schools were
ranked by composite score and the
group was divided into four quartiles.
SMU falls in the middle of the
first quartile. The schools which
rank ahead of SMU are without
exception well endowed private
schools and well financed state institutions with national reputations.
SMU's capability of keeping
abreast of this group of major league schools will depend to a large
extent on the resources which it is
able to gain for its operation in the
future. A good faculty, good library, and the financial assistance
required to attract good students
will require an increasing amount
of resources in a highly competitive market and in an economy
that is so significantly affected by
inflationary pressures.
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procedure, professional responsibility, and trial advocacy. Admissions
were to be supervised by a threemember committee.
The "Clare Report" has been the
subject of considerable discussion
and debate. At the outset, it is helpful to distinguish the two different
kinds of qualifications which the
committee proposed in the Second
Circuit: ( 1 ) qualifications stated in
terms of successful completion of
specific law school courses and ( 2)
qualifications stated in terms of experience gained from participating
in a trial or observing a trial in
which live testimony is taken.
It is the first concept, course requirements, which has generated the
most heat, particularly the requirement of a course in trial advocacy.
The essence of the objections was
that the committee had not established an adequate factual basis that
performance was actually deficient;
that requiring specific courses would
infringe upon the traditional role of
law schools; that more coursework
alone would not necessarily produce
better advocates; and that the adoption of standards in only one circuit would result in an undesirable
"balkanization" of the federal system.
The committee's task

This is the background against
which Chief Justice Burger in September, 1976, appointed a committee for the United States Judicial
Conference to consider qualifications for practice in the United
States District Courts. The initial
meeting of the committee on September 22, 1976, showed that a
wide spectrum of viewpoints is represented. Short opening statements
from each of the members made it
clear that there was no collective
view about the nature of the problem, if there was a problem, or what
should be done about it.
The group decided to designate
a subcommittee to proposed procedures and methods by which facts
and opinions could be gathered.
Working with the staff of the Federal Judicial Center and the Administrative Office of the United States
Courts, the subcommittee proposed

a combined program of research
and hearings designed to move forward to fulfill the charge laid before
the committee. On December 10,
1976, the full committee approved
the program in principle, subject to
further comment and appraisal. The
basic outline of the program follows.
First, the committee will proceed
by a "notice and comment" procedure analogous to that provided
under the federal Administrative
Procedure Act. In February 1977,
a notice was sent to an extensive
list of organizations requesting them
to respond to the first phase of the
committee's work. A later notice is
planned requesting appraisal of the
committee's tentative final recommendations. The first notice invited
respondents to define the criteria for
quality of performance, to indicate
causes of inadequacies, to evaluate
four possible approaches to improvement and to offer other proposals. Regional public hearings will
also be held supplementing the opportunity for written comments.
As the gathering of written commentary and conduct of oral hearings goes forward, the Federal Judiciary Center will carry out a series
of research activities designed to
gather informed opinion about the
level of advocacy in the federal
courts. The committee is not aware
of any usable scale for grading the
performances of lawyers, and since
every trial or appeal has its own
unique requirements, the ideal performance is different in every case.
Therefore, it does not seem possible
to design a research program that
would allow observers to evaluate
lawyer's performances on the basis
of completely objective standards.
And even if it were possible to develop an objective rating system, the
question whether a particular performance is "adequate" or "inadequate" would remain partly a question of values, requiring us to decide where the threshold of adequacy lies.
Thus, it seems extraordinarily
difficult for any research program
to determine in any scientific sense
whether the performance of lawyers
in the federal courts is adequate.
Nevertheless, the researchers be-

lieve a program can be devised to
meet the following less ambitious
goals:
1. To determine systematically
whether, in the judgment of judges
and lawyers, there is a substantial
problem of inadequate performances
among advocates in the federal
courts.
2. To determine whether, in the
judgment of judges and lawyers,
there is a substantial problem of
inadequate performance among certain segments of this group of advocates.
3. To gather opinions about the
particular components of advocacy
in which practitioners most need
improvement.
The answers to these questions
should help the committee in determining whether there is sufficient
need for improvement to require or
recommend new approaches to
qualification. Moreover, if it is concluded that remedial action is appropriate, the results of this research
should help the committee in designing remedies.
Questioning judges and lawyers
Under a main phase of this re-

search, a questionnaire will be sent
to each federal district judge, soliciting views about the frequency of inadequate performance by lawyers
in the federal courts and about the
particular components of trial advocacy which most need improvement. The questionnaire will give
each judge an opportunity to express an opinion on these questions,
both as to the bar as a whole and as
to particular classes of practitioners.
Tabulation of the responses will provide the committee with information about the current level of performance of trial advocates and
about the areas in which performances are weak, as seen through the
eyes of the judges.
In the second phase of the research, each federal district judge
will be requested to file reports on
the performance of counsel in a
small number of actual cases during
a specific time period. The information in the case reports will be very
(Continued on page 14)
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from opening statement to verdict,
are conducted during the second
portion of the semester. Students
are given only witness interviews
and limited documentation, since it
is intended that students learn how
to plead and effectively use discovery as well as try the matter. The
students are responsible for preparing their own witnesses. Although
Walkowiak may instruct a witness
to "forget" during the first half of
the course, he does not interfere
with witness preparation during the
trial portion. By limiting the number of witnesses which may be called and the time during which each
matter must be tried, he feels he has
created enough artificial conditions.
He explains, "For me to instruct a
witness to wear garish clothing or
to act the buffoon adds an element
of theatricality that is inconsistent
with what I intend these trials to
be."
The Trial Tactics course has received favorable criticism from students who have taken the course.
Paul N. Gold, who represented the
law school at the Regional Mock
Trial Competition held at Baylor
University this spring, found the
program to be "aimed at imbuing
the student with the skills and confidence to succeed and win as an
advocate, whereas most law school
courses simply strive to instruct the
student on how to survive in the
legal profession." Chris Cimaglia,
another SMU participant in the Regional Competition praised the
course and the "closed circuit television videotape system which enables the advocate personally to see
how he or she appears, and to judge
the quality and persuasiveness of
the presentation. I believe that this
instruction is advantageous to all
members of the Bar and would
greatly increase the professional nature of oral advocacy." Betsy Hall
found the course to be "a tremendous opportunity to combine both
substantive and procedural law in
a theoretical yet practical environment," and Ernest Laun agreed with
others that the law school "needs
more courses such as Trial Tactics
that deal with the practical reality
of the legal profession."

COMMENTS FROM THE BENCH

"I think it is a vital need at the SMU School of Law. The life of the
legal profession is the courtroom and even though one may be going
into an office practice, there needs to be some acquaintanceship with
the courtroom at the earliest possible time in order to be able to assist
in the handling of litigation even if one does not aspire to become an
active participant. I was impressed with the manner in which the
students had been prepared for this mock trial and the obvious energy
and, dedication they had put into the project."
James A. Williams; Bailey, Williams, Westfall, Lee & Fowler

". . . the most realistic trial program that I have ever seen, and the
use of the videotape, although undoubtedly embarrassing to the student at the time, is most educational."
Larry Mitchell; Mitchell & Lesser

"I think this kind of program is exactly what the members of the
Federal Judiciary have in mind when they encourage law schools to
develop more fully the skills of the trial lawyer. I know I certainly
learned a good deal from participating in the trial as to the problems
a judge faces in ruling on evidence, and I am sure that such a program is invaluable to students regardless of whether they decide to go
into litigation or not."
Randall H. Nunn; Hughes Luce Hennessy Smith & Castle

" . . . a superb experience for all law students for only in this manner
can they get a realistic appreciation of the advocate's role."
Jerry Jones; Thompson, Knight, Simmons & Bullion

The most interesting innovation
in the new Trial Tactics program is
the involvement of practicing attorneys as judges. While Walkowiak
serves as the presiding judge during
the first seven weeks of the course,
following up each exercise with a
critique and suggested improvements, he has invited members of
the Dallas Trial bar to serve as

judges during the actual student
trials. This releases Walkowiak to
supervise the overall conduct of the
trial, make last minute arrangements, and insure that the videotape recording used for post trial
critique is capturing the important
aspects of the trial. More important,
according to Walkowiak, it permits
(Continued on page 14)
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Turner and Perryman Memorial Gifts
The children of J. Glenn Turner,
and the Meadows Foundation, have
honored the late J. Glenn Turner
'49, and the late Lew Perryman '49
by making generous contributions to
the Law School.
The gift from the Turner children
has provided a simulated law office
where interviewing techniques and
other law office related activities
can be studied. The Meadows Foundation gift provided for the remodeling of the courtroom and the
installation of video-tape equipment
to aid students in the study of interviewing and trial techniques.
According to Associate Dean for
Clinical Education Walter Steele,
"the gifts have enabled us to significantly improve our educational
program. A student can carry a
simulated case from the law office
to the courtroom. Afterwards he
can view himself on tape and see
what mistakes were made. The student's performance is also critiqued
by a professor."
Dean Charles 0. Galvin added,
"Glenn Turner and Lew Perryman
were both very distinguished and

Top Picture: Lew Perryman Ill with picture of his father.
Bottom Picture , /Right to Left) Fred E. Turner, Mr. and Mrs . R. W. Calloway,
Mr. and Mrs. J. Glenn Turner, Jr.

loyal alumni of the SMU Law
School. We are pleased to have their

names associated with a very fine
part of our program."

inal Defense Lawyers
meeting in March.

sociation of Continuing Legal Education Administrators (ACLEA) for 1977 .
In March, she also moderated a panel
discussion on the Dallas Independent
School District Magnet Middle Schools
at the Oliver Wendell Holmes Classical Academy.

Scott Morris is proof-reading the
galley proofs for his new book, Real
Estate Tax Planning, which will be
published this August. In December,
he spoke to the Tax Section of the
Dallas Bar on "Corporate and Investment Aspects of the Tax Reform Act
of 1976." In May and June he will
attend the Economics Institute for
Law Professors at Coral Gables,
Florida. This course, sponsored by
the University of Miami, is an intensive three week course in microeconomics, taught by professors from the
University of Virginia, UCLA and the
University of Miami.

Osborne M. Reynolds, Jr. has published "Is 'Public Necessity' Necessary?" 29 OKLAHOMA LAW REVIEW (1976), and "Aqua Caliente Revisited: Recent Developments as to the
Zoning of Indian Reservations," 4
AMERICAN INDIAN LAW REVIEW
249 (1976). In addition, he has recently
finished work on an article on possible
strict tort liability for commercial
services to be published in the Oklahoma Law Review in the Spring, 1977
issue .

Roark Reed attended the Criminal
Trial Advocacy Institute of the State
Bar of Texas, held in Huntsville, as a
faculty member, and the Texas Crim-

Sherry Smith, Director of SMU Law
School's Continuing Legal Education,
was appointed Chairman of the Paralegal Training Committee of the As-

Association

Peter Winship attended the Society
of American Law Teachers Conference
on Legal Education in San Francisco.
In addition, Winship, along with other
SMU Professors Beverly Carl, Scott
Morris, and Vincent Walkowiak will
attend the Eighth Economics Institute
for Law Professors at the Law and
Economics Center of the University
of Miami School of Law. The SMU
contingent will be the largest group
of participants from any law school
sending representatives this year.
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Ray Besing Clinic Videotape Gift
A generous gift by Ray Besing
has enabled the SMU Legal Clinic
to purchase a complete set of videotape equipment, consisting of a
pedestal-mounted camera with zoom
lens, a videotape recorder, and a
TV screen. This equipment is highly
portable and will be used by the
professors in the clinic to teach the
art of legal counseling and interviewing techniques. Professor Walter Steele, Associate Dean for Clinical Education at the school, pointed
out that SMU has taken a position
of leadership in the use of videotape
equipment in teaching the arts of
law practice. "Ray's gift is a significant addition to our capacity to
teach students how to practice law.
The fact that good trial lawyers like
Ray Besing are willing to make generous contributions to our clinical
programs is an indication that we
are on the right track with our clinical programs," Steele said.
The video equipment is being
used by clinic students to tape their
interviews with clients. After the interview, Professor Steele, or ·another
of the professors in the clinic, critiques the videotar e with the student to discuss techniques of the in-

Ray Besing

terviewing process. From time to
time the equipment is also used in
the classroom for showing tapes of
simulated interviews introducing the
students to the basic elements of the

I NEWS
Library Fund
Donald L. Case, '39 Chairman
of the 1976-77 Law Library Fund,
has announced that as of April 15,
1977, a total of $11,830 has been
raised from local attorneys in support of the Underwood Law Library. Last year, the first year of
this solicitation, $10,160 was raised.
This special fund is not part of
the annual Law School Fund, but
a solicitation of all lawyers of the
Dallas area to help support the
major legal collection in the North
Texas area.
* * *
Dean Galvin addressed the Smith
County Bar Association at their

interviewing process. "Videotape is
a perfect medium for this type of
education, much more successful
than the lecture technique," commented Professor Steele.

BRIEFS I

luncheon meeting on March 11,
1977. He spoke on Trends in Legal
Education. That evening SMU Law
Alumni from the East Texas area
gathered at the Willow Brook
Country Club for cocktails, dinner
and conversation. The Law School
is currently attempting to reach its
out of Dallas alumni more frequently than it has in the past. Both
alumni in the East Texas area and
the Law School felt that this event
was most productive and enjoyable.

for Clinical Education Steele, and
Director of Development H. W.
Perry, Jr. attended from Dallas. At
the gathering Professor Steele spoke
to the alumni about SMU's recent
developments in clinical educatiori,
which have occurred in part, as a
response to the requests of the
Bench and Bar for better trained
lawyers.
This social gathering in Houston
has become an annual event, with
attendance increasing every year.

* * *

CORRECTION:
In the Fall, 1976 issue of
The Brief, the name of Thomas
Wuntch was inadvertently omitted from the list of Contributors.

Jesse ('66) and Retta Heath
hosted approximately 75 Houston
Area Alumni for cocktails and dinner at their home on February 22,
1977. Dean Galvin, Associate Dean
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1968
Richard B. Ouer is doing civil defense
trial work for the law offices of A. L.
Breeland, Dallas.
Robert N. Virden is Vice President
and trust officer and head of Estate
and Trust Administration of Exchange
Bank & Trust Company, Dallas.

1969
Fred W. Marsh, Jr., is a member of
the Dallas, Texas, law firm of Locke,
Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neely (a professional corporation) and is engaged
in general corporate and securities
practice.

1970
Joe Lazara became a partner in the
firm of Argue, Freston & Myers in
Los Angeles, California in October
1976. In January, 1977, he and his
wife, Sue Morris Lazara, B.S. 1970,
had a son, Wesley Alan.
C. L. Wheless, Jr. is President of
Wheless , Dry and Associates , Inc.,
Dallas, corporate state income tax
consultants.

1971
Martin K. Donovan, after serving from
1973-77 as Legislative Assistant and
counsel to United States Senator John
0. Pastore, is now an associate with
the firm of Carroll, Kelly, and Murphy in Providence, Rhode Island.
Al Ellis is President of the Dallas
Trial Lawyers for 1977 and member
of the Board of Directors, Texas Trial
Lawyers for 1976-1977. In addition, he
is 1977 Pre1Sident-elect of the Dallas
Young Lawyers.
David A. Ives is an associate with
Stroud and S'mith, Dallas.

1971
Beverly A. B. Skelton, saw her older
son, Michael Henry Skelton, graduate
cum laude from Harvard Law School
in 1976, and he is now associated with
Baker, Botts in Houston, Texas.

1972
William Frank Carroll was elected
Director of the Dallas Association of
Young Lawyers for 1976.
William H. Newton, Ill has left the
I.R.S. Regional Counsel in Miami after
the termination of a four year commitment to join the law offices of
Blackwell, Walker, Gray, Powers,
Flick & Hoehl in Miami to set up the
firm's tax litigation department.

The SMU Law Alumni Association will host a cocktail reception for SMU Law Alumni on
Thursday, June 16th from 4-6
p.m. at the Coronado Club, located on the 5th floor of the
Bank of the Southwest Building
in Houston, Texas.

1973
J. Fletcher Freeman, being both a
C.P.A. and an attorney, has opened an
office for the practice of public accounting in Dallas. He is also restoring a home in the Swiss Avenue Historic District and is Director and
Treasurer of the Historic Preservation League, Inc.
Howard Shapiro served as assistant
District Attorney for Collin County for
1975-76. He is a partner in the firm
of Grubbs, Shapiro, and Associates.

Michael P. Lynn, upon completion of
his Clerkship with Judge Robert Porter, will begin as an associate with
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld,
Dallas.
Lamar S. Smith is Executive Director
of the Republican Party of Bexar
County, Texas.
Phillip Vanderpool has been appointed
Prosecutor for the Municipal Court of
the city of Pampa on February 15,
1977.
Deanne Varner Kazdoy, is staff attorney for Associates Corporation of
North America, a Gulf & Western
Company. She had a child, Amanda
Lynn Kazdoy, born July 20, 1976.
Steven A. Veazie, is now working as
an attorney for the Montana University System in Helena, Montana.

1976

1974

James R. Chamberlain recently had
an article accepted for publication by
St. Mary's Law Journal entitled " Advertising Restrictions on Licensed Occupations: An Anti-Trust Analysis ."

Mark B. Bader, has become associated
with the law offices of Harrell Pailet,
Dallas.

Colleen A. Dunbar, presently clerking
in Aspen, Colorado, is planning to take
the Colorado bar exam in July, 1977.

Ed Coultas has returned to Dallas
from Denver and has a new son, Todd,
born February 21, 1977.
James W. Massie, Jr., having worked
for Childs, Fortenbach, Beck & Guyton from June 1974-December, 1975, is
now with Wyckoff, Russell, Dunn &
Frazier in Houston, Texas.
Hal Naboshek, has established an office as a solo practitioner in Dallas.
Peter G. Pierce, III is associated with
Carson & Trattner, Oklahoma City.
He is advisory director of First National Bank of Bethany, Oklahoma. A
son, Paul Geoffrey, born January 5,
1977 complements daughter Meredith
Anne , born May 30, 1974.

Bruce Love is associated with the firm
of Elliott and Shafer, Dallas.

1975
Bryan D. Hamric is an associate of
Wayne A. Melton in Dallas. He and
his wife Terri, had their third child ,
a son, Mark Hughes Hamrick, born
June 26, 1976.
Russell J. Light, following his 1976-77
term as briefing attorney for Associate Justice Trueman O'Quinn of the
Third Court of Civil Appeals in Austin,
Texas, will serve as law clerk for
Judge Eldon B. Mahon of the United
States District Court in Fort Worth,
Texas beginning in the summer of
1977.

Frank H. Moore is now associated
with the firm of Moseley and Jones
in Dallas.
Barbara M. G. Lynn is associated with
the firm of Carrington, Coleman in
Dallas.
R. Hal Moorman, IV was made a partner in the firm of his father (George
R. Moorman '41), Moorman & Tate,
in Brenham, Texas. Hal and Milton
Tate have purchased an old building
and are remodeling it for new offices .
Michael W. Stucker has formed a
partnership with G. Frank Brown for
the general practice of law in Dallas.

The Placement Office in the
Law School has job listings for
experienced graduates and will
also post job openings for student help part time or summer
as well as permanent jobs for
third year students or recent
graduates. Mailing address is
Pla, ement Office, SMU School
of Law, Dallas, TX 75275 or
call 692-2622.
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Telefund Reaches All Time High
Under the leadership of William
D. Powell '55, the SMU Law School
Telefund reached an all time high of
$76,196 in pledges as compared to
last year's figures of $55,160. Over
75 class representatives spent one
or more evenings at SMU telephoning their classmates for support of
the Law School. Watts lines, which
greatly boosted out-of-Dallas alumni
support, were generously provided
by Lomas and Nettleton.
The telefund is an integra_i part
of the Law School Fund drive which
ends May 31, 1977. If you were
not contacted during the telefund,
or have not yet made your contribution to the 1976-77 Law School
Fund (June 1, 1976-May 31,
1977), you may do so by sending
a check to the SMU Law School
Fund, Storey Hall, Dallas, Texas
75275.

~

Clockwise around table, left to right, Robert McCullouch, Larry Smith, Bill Powell, Robert Mow, Jr.,
Orrin Lea Harrison Ill.

Case Club, Spring 1948. Back row, left to right: E. P. Van Zandt, Evan H. Botting, David A. Witts . Front row, William P. Barnes, Robert Storey, Jr.,
A. E. Aikman, John Wilson.
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